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The United States Governnment Manual, 2002-2003
**1 *5 THE CONSTI TUTI ON OF THE UNI TED STATES

WE THE PEOPLE of the United States, in Order to forma nore perfect Union, establish
Justice, insure donmestic Tranquility, provide for the conmon defence, pronpte the genera
Wel fare, and secure the Bl essings of Liberty to ourselves and our Posterity, do ordain and
establish this Constitution for the United States of Anerica.

Article

Section 1. All legislative Powers herein granted shall be vested in a Congress of the
United States, which shall consist of a Senate and House of Representatives.

Section 2. The House of Representatives shall be conposed of Menbers chosen every second
Year by the People of the several States, and the Electors in each State shall have the
Qualifications requisite for Electors of the nost numerous Branch of the State
Legi sl ature.

No Person shall be a Representative who shall not have attained to the Age of twenty
five Years, and been seven Years a Citizen of the United States, and who shall not, when
el ected, be an Inhabitant of that State in which he shall be chosen

Representatives and direct Taxes shall be apportioned anong the several States which may
be included within this Union, according to their respective Nunbers, which shall be
determ ned by adding to the whol e Nunber of free Persons, including those bound to Service
for a Term of Years, and excluding Indians not taxed, three fifths of all other Persons.
The actual Enuneration shall be nade within three Years after the first Meeting of the
Congress of the United States, and within every subsequent Term of ten Years, in such
Manner as they shall by Law direct. The Nunber of Representatives shall not exceed one for
every thirty Thousand, but each State shall have at Least one Representative; and until
such enunerations shall be nade, the State of New Hanpshire shall be entitled to chuse
three, Massachusetts eight, Rhode-Island and Provi dence Pl antati ons one, Connecticut five,
New- Yor k six, New Jersey four, Pennsylvania eight, Delaware one, Maryland six, Virginia
ten, North Carolina five, South Carolina five, and Ceorgia three

When vacanci es happen in the Representation fromany State, the Executive Authority
t hereof shall issue Wits of Election to fill such Vacanci es.

The House of Representatives shall chuse their speaker and other O ficers; and shal
have t he sol e Power of |npeachnent.

Section 3. The Senate of the United States shall be conposed of two Senators from each
State, chosen by the Legislature thereof, for six Years; and each Senator shall have one
Vot e.

I nredi ately after they shall be assenbled in Consequence of the first Election, they
shal |l be divided as equally as may be into three C asses. The Seats of the *6 Senators of
the first Cass shall be vacated at the Expiration of the second Year, of the second C ass
at the Expiration of the fourth Year, and of the third Cass at the Expiration of the
sixth Year, so that one third may be chosen every second Year; and if Vacanci es happen by
Resi gnati on, or otherw se, during the Recess of the Legislature of any State, the
Executive thereof may nmake tenporary Appointnents until the next Meeting of the
Legi sl ature, which shall then fill such Vacanci es.

**2 No Person shall be a Senator who shall not have attained to the Age of thirty Years,
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and been nine Years a Citizen of the United States, and who shall not, when el ected, be an
I nhabitant of that State for which he shall be chosen

The Vice President of the United States shall be President of the Senate, but shall have
no Vote, unless they be equally divided.

The Senate shall chuse their other Oficers, and also a President pro tenpore, in the
Absence of the Vice President, or when he shall exercise the Ofice of President of the
United States.

The Senate shall have the sole Power to try all |npeachnments. Wen sitting for that
Pur pose, they shall be on Cath or Affirmation. Wien the President of the United States is
tried, the Chief Justice shall preside: And no Person shall be convicted without the
concurrence of two thirds of the Menbers present. Judgnent in Cases of |npeachnment shal
not extend further than to removal from Ofice, and disqualification to hold and enjoy any
O fice of honor, Trust or Profit under the United States: but the Party convicted shal
nevert hel ess be liable and subject to Indictnent, Trial, Judgnment and Puni shnment,
according to | aw

Section 4. The Tinmes, Places and Manner of hol ding Elections for Senators and
Representatives, shall be prescribed in each State by the Legislature thereof; but the
Congress may at any tine by Law make or alter such Regul ations, except as to the Places of
chusi ng Senat ors.

The Congress shall assenble at | east once in every Year, and such Meeting shall be on
the first Monday in Decenber, unless they shall by Law appoint a different Day.

Section 5. Each House shall be the Judge of the Elections, Returns and Qualifications of
its own Menbers, and a Majority of each shall constitute a Quorumto do business; but a
smal | er Nunmber may adjourn fromday to day, and may be authorized to conpel the Attendance
of absent Menbers, in such Manner, and under such Penalties as each House may provide.

Each House may deternmine the Rules of its Proceedings, punish its Menbers for disorderly
Behavi our, and, with the Concurrence of two thirds, expel a Menber

Each House shall keep a Journal of its Proceedings, and fromtine to time publish the
same, excepting such Parts as nmay in their Judgment require Secrecy; and the yeas and Nays
of the Menbers of either House on any question shall, at the Desire of one fifth of those
Present, be entered on the Journal

Nei t her House, during the Session of Congress, shall, without the Consent of the other
adjourn for nore than three days, nor to any other place than that in which the two Houses
shal | be sitting.

Section 6. The Senators and Representatives shall receive a Conpensation for their
Services, to be ascertained by Law, and paid out of the Treasury of the United States.
They shall in all Cases, except Treason, Felony and Breach of the Peace, be privileged
fromArrest during their Attendance at the Session of their respective Houses, and in
going to and returning fromthe same; and for any Speech or Debate in either House, they
shal |l not be questioned in any other Pl ace.

**3 No Senator or Representative shall, during the Tine for which he was el ected, be
appointed to any civil Ofice under the Authority of the United States, which shall have
been created, or the Enol unents whereof shall have been encreased during *7 such tine; and
no Person holding any Ofice under the United States, shall be a Menber of either House
during his Continuance in Ofice.

Copr. © West 2003 No Claim to Orig. U.S. Govt. Works



2002/2003 GOVMAN 5 Page 3
(Citeas: 2002/2003 GOVMAN 5, 2002 WL 32069889 (Govt.Man.))

Section 7. Al Bills for raising Revenue shall originate in the House of
Representatives; but the Senate nmamy propose or concur with Anendnents as on other Bills.

Every Bill which shall have passed the House of Representatives and the Senate, shall,
before it beconme a Law, be presented to the President of the United States; If he approve
he shall sign it, but if not he shall return it, with his Qbjections to that House in
which it shall have originated, who shall enter the Cbjections at large on their Journal
and proceed to reconsider it. If after such Reconsideration two thirds of that House shal
agree to pass the Bill, it shall be sent, together with the bjections, to the other
House, by which it shall |ikew se be reconsidered, and if approved by two thirds of that
House, it shall becone a Law. But in all such Cases the Votes of both Houses shall be
determ ned by yeas and Nays, and the Nanes of the Persons voting for and against the Bill
shal |l be entered on the Journal of each House respectively. If any Bill shall not be
returned by the President within ten Days (Sundays excepted) after it shall have been
presented to him the Sane shall be a Law, in |like Manner as if he had signed it, unless
t he Congress by their Adjournment prevent its Return, in which Case it shall not be a Law

Every Order, Resolution, or Vote to which the Concurrence of the Senate and House of
Representati ves may be necessary (except on a question of Adjournnent) shall be presented
to the President of the United States; and before the Same shall take Effect, shall be
approved by him or being disapproved by him shall be repassed by two thirds of the
Senat e and House of Representatives, according to the Rules and Limtations prescribed in
the Case of a Bill.

Section 8. The Congress shall have Power To lay and collect Taxes, Duties, I|Imposts and
Exci ses, to pay the Debts and provide for the common Defence and general Welfare of the

United States; but all duties, Inmposts and Excises shall be uniformthroughout the United
St at es;

To borrow Money on the Credit of the United States;

To regul ate Conmerce with foreign Nations, and anbng the several States, and with the
I ndi an Tri bes;

To establish an uniform Rule of Naturalization, and uniform Laws on the subject of
Bankr uptci es t hroughout the United States;

To coin Money, regulate the Value thereof, and of foreign Coin, and fix the Standard of
Wei ghts and Measures;

To provide for the Punishment of counterfeiting the Securities and current Coin of the
United States;

To establish Post Ofices and post Roads;

**4 To pronote the Progress of Science and useful Arts, by securing for Iimted Tines to
Aut hors and I nventors exclusive Right to their respective Witings and Di scoveri es;

To constitute Tribunals inferior to the suprene Court;

To define and punish Piracies and Felonies comritted on the high Seas, and O fences
agai nst the Law of Nati ons;

To declare War, grant Letters of Marque and Reprisal, and nake rul es concerni ng Captures
on Land and VWater;
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To rai se and support Armes, but no Appropriation of Money to that Use shall be for a
| onger Termthan two Years;

To provide and mai ntain a Navy;
To make rules for the Governnent and Regul ation of the |land and naval Forces;

*8 To provide for calling forth the Mlitia to execute the Laws of the Union, suppress
I nsurrections and repel Invasions;

To provide for organizing, arming, and disciplining, the Mlitia, and for governing such
Part of them as may be enployed in the Service of the United States, reserving to the
States respectively, the Appointment of the Oficers, and the Authority of training the
Mlitia according to the discipline prescribed by Congress;

To exercise exclusive Legislation in all Cases whatsoever, over such District (not
exceeding ten Mles square), as may, by Cession of particular States, and the Acceptance
of Congress, becone the Seat of the Governnment of the United States, and to exercise |ike
Aut hority over all Places purchased by the Consent of the Legislature of the State in
whi ch the Sane shall be for the Erection of Forts, Magazi nes, Arsenals, dock-Yards, and
ot her needful Buil dings;--And

To make all Laws which shall be necessary and proper for carrying into Execution the
foregoi ng Powers, and all other Powers vested by this Constitution in the Government of
the United States, or in any Departnent or Oficer thereof.

Section 9. The Mgration or Inportation of such Persons as any of the States now
exi sting shall think proper to adnmit, shall not be prohibited by the Congress prior to the
Year one thousand eight hundred and eight, but a Tax or duty may be inposed on such
| mportation, not exceeding ten dollars for each Person

The Privilege of the Wit of Habeas Corpus shall not be suspended, unless when in Cases
of Rebellion or Invasion the public Safety may require it.

No Bill of Attainder or ex post facto Law shall be passed.

No Capitation, or other direct, Tax shall be laid, unless in Proportion to the Census or
Enunerati on herein before directed to be taken

No Tax or Duty shall be laid on Articles exported fromany State.

No Preference shall be given by any Regul ati on of Commerce or Revenue to the Ports of
one State over those of another: nor shall Vessels bound to, or from one State, be
obliged to enter, clear, or pay Duties in another

No money shall be drawn fromthe Treasury, but in Consequence of Appropriations nade by
Law;, and a regular Statement and Account of the Receipts and Expenditures of all public
Money shal |l be published fromtine to tine.

**5 No Title of Nobility shall be granted by the United States: And no Person hol ding
any Ofice of Profit or Trust under them shall, w thout the Consent of the Congress,
accept of any present, Emolunent, O fice, or Title, of any kind whatever, fromany King,
Prince, or foreign State

Section 10. No State shall enter into any Treaty, Alliance, or Confederation; grant
Letters of Marque and Reprisal; coin Mney; enmt Bills of Credit; make any Thing but gold
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and silver Coin a Tender in Paynent of Debts; pass any Bill of Attainder, ex post facto
Law, or Law inpairing the Obligation of Contracts, or grant any Title of Nobility.

No State shall, w thout the Consent of the Congress, lay any Inposts or Duties on
I mports or Exports, except what may be absol utely necessary for executing it's inspection
Laws: and the net Produce of all Duties and Inposts, laid by any State on |Inports or
Exports, shall be for the Use of the Treasury of the United States; and all such Laws
shal | be subject to the Revision and Controul of the Congress.

No State shall, w thout the Consent of Congress, lay any Duty of Tonnage, keep Troops,
or Ships of War in tine of Peace, enter into any Agreenent or Conpact w th another State,
or with a foreign Power, or engage in War, unless actually invaded, or in such inm nent
Danger as will not admit of delay.

*9 Article Il

Section 1. The executive Power shall be vested in a President of the United States of
Anerica. He shall hold his Ofice during the Termof four Years, and, together with the
Vice President, chosen for the sane Term be elected, as foll ows

Each State shall appoint, in such Manner as the Legislature thereof may direct, a Nunber
of Electors, equal to the whole Nunber of Senators and Representatives to which the State
may be entitled in the Congress: but no Senator or Representative, or Person hol ding an
Ofice of Trust or Profit under the United States, shall be appointed an El ector.

The Electors shall neet in their respective States, and vote by Ballot for two Persons,
of whom one at |east shall not be an Inhabitant of the same State with thensel ves. And
they shall nake a List of all the Persons voted for, and of the Nunber of Votes for each;
whi ch List they shall sign and certify, and transmt sealed to the Seat of the Governnent
of the United States, directed to the President of the Senate. The President of the Senate
shall, in the Presence of the Senate and House of Representatives, open all the
Certificates, and the Votes shall then be counted. The Person having the greatest Nunber
of Votes shall be the President, if such Nunber be a Majority of the whole Nunmber of
El ectors appointed; and if there be nore than one who have such Majority, and have an

equal Number of Votes, then the House of Representatives shall imrediately chuse by Ball ot
one of themfor President: and if no Person have a Majority, then fromthe five highest on
the List the said House shall in |ike Manner chuse the President. But in chusing the

President, the Votes shall be taken by States, the Representation fromeach State having
one Vote; A quorumfor this Purpose shall consist of a Menber or Menbers fromtwo thirds
of the States, and a Majority of all the States shall be necessary to a Choice. In every
Case, after the Choice of the President, the Person having the greatest Number of Votes of
the El ectors shall be the Vice President. But if there should remain two or nore who have
equal Votes, the Senate shall chuse fromthem by Ballot the Vice President.

**6 The Congress may determine the Tine of chusing the Electors, and the Day on which
they shall give their Votes; which Day shall be the same throughout the United States.

No Person except a natural born Citizen, or a Ctizen of the United States, at the tine
of the Adoption of this Constitution, shall be eligible to the Ofice of President;
nei ther shall any Person be eligible to that Ofice who shall not have attained to the Age
of thirty five Years, and been fourteen Years a Resident within the United States.

In Case of the Renpval of the President from Ofice, or of his Death, Resignation, or
Inability to discharge the Powers and Duties of the said Ofice, the Same shall devolve on
the Vice President, and the Congress may by Law provide for the Case of Renoval, Death,
Resi gnation or Inability, both of the President and Vice President, declaring what Oficer
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shall then act as President, and such Oficer shall act accordingly, until the Disability
be renmoved, or a President shall be el ected.

The President shall, at stated Times, receive for his Services, a Conpensation, which
shall neither be encreased nor dimnished during the Period for which he shall have been
el ected, and he shall not receive within that Period any other Enolunent fromthe United
States, or any of them

Bef ore he enter on the Execution of his Ofice, he shall take the follow ng Gath or
Affirmation:--"1 do solemly swear (or affirnm) that I will faithfully execute the Ofice
of President of the United States, and will to the best of ny Ability, preserve, protect
and defend the Constitution of the United States."

Section 2. The President shall be Commander in Chief of the Army and Navy of the United
States, and of the Mlitia of the several States, when called into the actual *10 Service
of the United States; he nay require the Qpinion, in witing, of the principal Oficer in
each of the executive Departnents, upon any Subject relating to the Duties of their
respective O fices, and he shall have Power to grant Reprieves and Pardons for O fences
against the United States, except in Cases of |npeachnent.

He shall have Power, by and with the Advice and Consent of the Senate, to nake Treati es,
provided two thirds of the Senators present concur; and he shall nom nate, and by and with
t he Advi ce and Consent of the Senate, shall appoint Anbassadors, other public Mnisters
and Consul s, Judges of the supreme Court, and all other Oficers of the United States,
whose Appoi ntnents are not herein otherw se provided for, and which shall be established
by Law. but the Congress may by Law vest the Appointnent of such inferior Oficers, as
they think proper, in the President alone, in the Courts of Law, or in the Heads of
Depart nments.

The President shall have Power to fill up all Vacancies that may happen during the
Recess of the Senate, by granting Conm ssions which shall expire at the End of their next
Sessi on.

Section 3. He shall fromtine to tine give to the Congress Information of the State of
t he Union, and reconmend to their Consideration such Measures as he shall judge necessary
and expedi ent; he may, on extraordi nary Qccasi ons, convene both Houses, or either of them
and in Case of Disagreenent between them w th Respect to the Tine of Adjournnent, he may
adjourn themto such Tinme as he shall think proper; he shall receive Arbassadors and ot her
public Mnisters; he shall take Care that the Laws be faithfully executed, and shall
Conmi ssion all the Oficers of the United States.

**7 Section 4. The President, Vice President and all civil Oficers of the United
States, shall be removed from Ofice on | npeachnent for, and Conviction of, Treason,
Bri bery, or other H gh Crinmes and M sdeneanors.

Article I11

Section 1. The judicial Power of the United States, shall be vested in one supreme
Court, and in such inferior Courts as the Congress may fromtine to tine ordain and
establ i sh. The Judges, both of the supreme and inferior Courts, shall hold their Ofices
during good Behaviour, and shall, at stated Tinmes, receive for their Services, a
Conpensati on, which shall not be di m nished during their Continuance in Ofice.

Section 2. The judicial Power shall extend to all Cases, in Law and Equity, arising

under this Constitution, the Laws of the United States, and Treaties nade, or which shall
be made, under their Authority;--to all Cases affecting Anbassadors, other public
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M nisters and Consuls;--to all Cases of admralty and maritime Jurisdiction;--to
Controversies to which the United States shall be a Party;--to Controversi es between two
or nore States; between a State and Citizens of another State;--between Citizens of
different States;--between Citizens of the same State claimng Lands under Grants of
different States, and between a State, or the Citizens thereof, and foreign States,
Citizens or Subjects.

In all Cases affecting Anbassadors, other public Mnisters and Consuls, and those in
which a State shall be Party, the supreme Court shall have original Jurisdiction. In all
t he ot her Cases before nmentioned, the suprene Court shall have appellate Jurisdiction,
both as to Law and Fact, with such Exceptions, and under such Regul ati ons as the Congress
shal | nake.

The Trial of all Crinmes, except in Cases of |npeachnment, shall be by Jury; and such
Trial shall be held in the State where the said Crinmes shall have been *11 conmmitted; but
when not comritted within any State, the Trial shall be at such Place or Places as the
Congress may by Law have directed.

Section 3. Treason against the United States, shall consist only in |evying War agai nst
them or in adhering to their Enem es, giving them Aid and Confort. No Person shall be
convi cted of Treason unless on the Testinmony of two Wtnesses to the same overt Act, or on
Confession in open Court.

The Congress shall have Power to declare the Punishnent of Treason, but no Attai nder of
Treason shall work Corruption of Blood, or Forfeiture except during the Life of the Person
attainted.

Article |V

Section 1. Full Faith and Credit shall be given in each State to the public Acts,
Records, and judicial Proceedings of every other State. And the Congress nay by general
Laws prescribe the Manner in which such Acts, Records and Proceedi ngs shall be proved, and
the Effect thereof.

Section 2. The Citizens of each State shall be entitled to all Privileges and Immunities
of Citizens in the several States.

A Person charged in any State with Treason, Felony, or other Crime, who shall flee from
Justice, and be found in another State, shall on Demand of the executive Authority of the
State fromwhich he fled, be delivered up, to be renoved to the State having Jurisdiction
of the Crine.

**8 No person held to Service or Labour in one State, under the Laws thereof, escaping
into another, shall, in Consequence of any Law or Regul ation therein, be discharged from
such Service or Labour, but shall be delivered up on Claimof the Party to whom such
Service or Labour may be due.

Section 3. New States may be adnmitted by the Congress into this Union; but no new State
shall be formed or erected within the Jurisdiction of any other State; nor any State be
formed by the Junction of two or nore States, or Parts of States, w thout the Consent of
the Legislatures of the States concerned as well as of the Congress.

The Congress shall have Power to di spose of and nake all needful Rules and Regul ations
respecting the Territory or other Property belonging to the United States; and nothing in
this Constitution shall be so construed as to Prejudice any Clains of the United States,
or of any particular State.
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Section 4. The United States shall guarantee to every State in this Union a Republican
Form of Governnent, and shall protect each of them agai nst |nvasion; and on Application of
the Legislature, or of the Executive (when the Legislature cannot be convened) agai nst
donestic Viol ence.

Article V

The Congress, whenever two thirds of both Houses shall deemit necessary, shall propose
Amendnents to this Constitution, or, on the Application of the Legislatures of two thirds
of the several States, shall call a Convention for proposing Arendnents, which, in either
Case, shall be valid to all Intents and Purposes, as Part of this Constitution, when
ratified by the Legislatures of three fourths of the several States, or by Conventions in
three fourths thereof, as the one or the other Mbde of Ratification may be proposed by the
Congress; Provided that no Anendrment which may be made prior to the Year One thousand
ei ght hundred and eight shall in any Manner affect the first and fourth C auses in the
Ninth Section of *12 the first Article; and that no State, without its Consent, shall be
deprived of its equal Suffrage in the Senate.

Article VI

Al Debts contracted and Engagenents entered into, before the Adoption of this
Constitution, shall be as valid against the United States under this Constitution, as
under the Confederation.

This Constitution, and the Laws of the United States which shall be made in Pursuance
thereof; and all Treaties made, or which shall be made, under the Authority of the United
States, shall be the suprenme Law of the Land; and the Judges in every State shall be bound
t hereby, any Thing in the Constitution or Laws of any State to the Contrary
not wi t hst andi ng.

The Senators and Representatives before nentioned, and the Menbers of the several State
Legi sl atures, and all executive and judicial Oficers, both of the United States and of
the several States, shall be bound by GCath or Affirmation, to support this Constitution;
but no religious Test shall ever be required as a Qualification to any Ofice or public
Trust under the United States.

Article VI

**9 The Ratification of the Conventions of nine States, shall be sufficient for the
Est abl i shnent of this Constitution between the States so ratifying the Same.

done in Convention by the Unani nous Consent of the States present the Seventeenth Day
of Septenmber in the Year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and Ei ghty seven and of
t he I ndependence of the United States of America the Twelfth In w tness whereof W have
hereunt o subscri bed our Nanes,

Go Washi ngton--Presidt and deputy from Virginia

New Hanpshire John Langdon
Ni cholas G | nan
Massachusetts Nat hani el Gor ham

Ruf us King
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Connecti cut

New Yor k

New Jer sey

Pennsyl vani a [ FN1]

Del awar e

Mar yl and

Virginia

North Carolina

Sout h Carolina

Wn Saml  Johnson
Roger Sher nan

Al exander Hamilton
W : Livingston
Davi d Brearl ey.

Whn Pat er son.

Jona: Dayton

B Franklin
Thomas M fflin

Robt Morris

Geo. dymer

Thos FitzSi mons
Jared I ngersoll
James W1 son

Gouv Morris

Geo: Read

@unni ng Bedford jun
John Di cki nson

Ri chard Bassett
Jaco: Broom

James McHenry

Dan of St Thos Jenifer
Danl Carroll

John Blair--

Janes Madi son Jr.
Wn Bl ount

Ri chd Dobbs Spai ght.
Hu WIIiamson

J. Rutl edge

Char | es Cotesworth Pi nckney
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Char | es Pi nckney

Pi erce Butler.
Georgia WIIliam Few

Abr Bal dwi n

FN1. Spelled with one "n" on the original docurent.

*13 Anendnent s

(The first 10 Anmendnents were ratified Decenber 15, 1791, and formwhat is known as the
Bill of Rights)

Amendnent 1

Congress shall nmake no | aw respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the
free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right
of the people peaceably to assenble, and to petition the Governnent for a redress of
gri evances.

Anendnent 2

A well regulated MIlitia, being necessary to the security of a free State, the right of
t he people to keep and bear Arns, shall not be infringed.

*14 Anendnent 3

No Sol dier shall, in tine of peace be quartered in any house, wi thout the consent of the
Omer, nor in time of war, but in a manner to be prescribed by | aw.

Amendnent 4

The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, papers, and effects,
agai nst unreasonabl e searches and sei zures, shall not be violated, and no Warrants shal
i ssue, but upon probable cause, supported by OCath or affirmation, and particularly
descri bing the place to be searched, and the persons or things to be seized.

Anendnent 5

No person shall be held to answer for a capital, or otherw se infanous crinme, unless on
a presentnent or indictnment of a Grand Jury, except in cases arising in the land or naval
forces, or inthe Mlitia, when in actual service in time of War or public danger; nor
shal | any person be subject for the sane offence to be twice put in jeopardy of life or
[inb; nor shall be conpelled in any crininal case to be a wtness against hinself, nor be
deprived of life, liberty, or property, w thout due process of |law, nor shall private
property be taken for public use, wthout just conpensation

Anendnent 6

**10 In all crimnal prosecutions, the accused shall enjoy the right to a speedy and
public trial, by an inpartial jury of the State and district wherein the crime shall have
been committed, which district shall have been previously ascertained by Iaw, and to be
i nforned of the nature and cause of the accusation; to be confronted with the w tnesses
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against him to have conpul sory process for obtaining witnesses in his favor, and to have
t he Assistance of Counsel for his defence.

Anendnent 7

In Suits at common | aw, where the value in controversy shall exceed twenty dollars, the
right of trial by jury shall be preserved, and no fact tried by a jury, shall be otherw se
re-examned in any Court of the United States, than according to the rules of the conmon
I aw.

Amendnent 8

Excessive bail shall not be required, nor excessive fines inmposed, nor cruel and unusual
puni shrents inflicted.

*15 Anendnent 9

The enuneration in the Constitution, of certain rights, shall not be construed to deny
or disparage others retained by the people.

Anendnment 10

The powers not delegated to the United States by the Constitution, nor prohibited by it
to the States, are reserved to the States respectively, or to the people.

Amendnent 11
(Ratified February 7, 1795)

The Judi cial power of the United States shall not be construed to extend to any suit in
| aw or equity, comenced or prosecuted agai nst one of the United States by Citizens of
another State, or by Ctizens or Subjects of any Foreign State.

Anendnent 12
(Ratified July 27, 1804)

The El ectors shall nmeet in their respective states, and vote by ballot for President and
Vi ce- Presi dent, one of whom at least, shall not be an inhabitant of the same state with
t hensel ves; they shall name in their ballots the person voted for as President, and in
di stinct ballots the person voted for as Vice- President, and they shall nmke distinct
lists of all persons voted for as President, and of all persons voted for as
Vi ce-President, and of the nunber of votes for each, which lists they shall sign and
certify, and transnit sealed to the seat of the governnent of the United States, directed
to the President of the Senate;--The President of the Senate shall, in the presence of the
Senat e and House of Representatives, open all the certificates and the votes shall then be
count ed; --The person having the greatest nunber of votes for President, shall be the
President, if such nunber be a najority of the whol e nunber of Electors appointed; and if
no person have such majority, then fromthe persons having the highest nunmbers not
exceeding three on the Iist of those voted for as President, the House of Representatives
shal | choose inmediately, by ballot, the President. But in choosing the President, the
votes shall be taken by states, the representation fromeach state having one vote; a
guorum for this purpose shall consist of a nember or nmenbers fromtwo-thirds of the
states, and a npajority of all the states shall be necessary to a choice. And if the House
of Representatives shall not choose a President whenever the right of choice shall devolve
upon them before the fourth day of March next follow ng, then the Vice-President shal
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act as President, as in the case of the death or other constitutional disability of the
Presi dent.--The person having the greatest nunber of votes as Vice-President, shall be the
Vice-President, if such number be a mgjority of the whole nunber of Electors appointed,
and if no person have a majority, then fromthe two hi ghest nunbers on the list, the
Senate shall choose the Vice-President; a quorumfor the purpose shall consist of
two-thirds of the whol e nunber of Senators, and a najority of the whol e nunber shall be
necessary to a choice. But no person constitutionally ineligible to the office of
President shall be eligible to that of Vice-President of the United States.

*16 Amendnent 13
**11 (Ratified Decenber 6, 1865)

Section 1. Neither slavery nor involuntary servitude, except as a punishnent for crinme
whereof the party shall have been duly convicted, shall exist within the United States, or
any place subject to their jurisdiction

Section 2. Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate |egislation.
Anendment 14
(Ratified July 9, 1868)

Section 1. Al persons born or naturalized in the United States, and subject to the
jurisdiction thereof, are citizens of the United States and of the State wherein they
reside. No State shall nake or enforce any |aw which shall abridge the privileges or
imunities of citizens of the United States; nor shall any State deprive any person of
life, liberty, or property, wi thout due process of law, nor deny to any person within its
jurisdiction the equal protection of the |aws.

Section 2. Representatives shall be apportioned anong the several States according to
their respective nunbers, counting the whole nunber of persons in each State, excluding
I ndi ans not taxed. But when the right to vote at any election for the choice of electors
for President and Vice President of the United States, Representatives in Congress, the
Executive and Judicial officers of a State, or the menbers of the Legislature thereof, is
denied to any of the nmale inhabitants of such State, being twenty-one years of age, and
citizens of the United States, or in any way abridged, except for participation in
rebellion, or other crime, the basis of representation therein shall be reduced in the
proportion which the nunber of such nmale citizens shall bear to the whol e nunber of male
citizens twenty-one years of age in such State

Section 3. No person shall be a Senator or Representative in Congress, or elector of
President and Vice President, or hold any office, civil or mlitary, under the United
States, or under any State, who, having previously taken an oath, as a menber of Congress,
or as an officer of the United States, or as a nenber of any State |egislature, or as an
executive or judicial officer of any State, to support the Constitution of the United
States, shall have engaged in insurrection or rebellion against the same, or given aid or
confort to the enemies thereof. But Congress may by a vote of two-thirds of each House,
renove such disability.

Section 4. The validity of the public debt of the United States, authorized by |aw,
i ncludi ng debts incurred for paynent of pensions and bounties for services in suppressing
i nsurrection or rebellion, shall not be questioned. But neither the United States nor any
State shall assume or pay any debt or obligation incurred in aid of insurrection or
rebel I i on against the United States, or any claimfor the | oss or emanci pation of any
slave; but all such debts, obligations and clains shall be held illegal and void.
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Section 5. The Congress shall have power to enforce, by appropriate |legislation, the
provisions of this article.

*17 Amrendnent 15

**12 (Ratified February 3, 1870)

Section 1. The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not be denied or
abridged by the United States or by any State on account of race, color, or previous
condi tion of servitude.

Section 2. The Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate
| egi sl ati on.

Anendnent 16

(Ratified February 3, 1913)

The Congress shall have power to lay and collect taxes on incones, from whatever source
derived, wi thout apportionnment anong the several States, and without regard to any census
or enuneration.

Anendnent 17

(Ratified April 8, 1913)

The Senate of the United States shall be conposed of two Senators from each State,
el ected by the people thereof for six years; and each Senator shall have one vote. The
el ectors in each State shall have the qualifications requisite for electors of the nost
numer ous branch of the State |egislatures.

When vacanci es happen in the representation of any State in the Senate, the executive

authority of such State shall issue wits of election to fill such vacancies: Provided,
That the legislature of any State may enpower the executive thereof to nake tenporary
appoi ntnents until the people fill the vacancies by election as the |egislature my
direct.

Thi s anendnent shall not be so construed as to affect the election or termof any
Senat or chosen before it becones valid as part of the Constitution

Amendnent 18
(Ratified January 16, 1919. Repeal ed Decenber 5, 1933 by Anmendnent 21)

Section 1. After one year fromthe ratification of this article the nmanufacture, sale,
or transportation of intoxicating liquors within, the inportation thereof into, or the
exportation thereof fromthe United States and all territory subject to the jurisdiction
t hereof for beverage purposes is hereby prohibited.

Section 2. The Congress and the several States shall have concurrent power to enforce
this article by appropriate |egislation.

Section 3. This article shall be inoperative unless it shall have been ratified as an
amendnment to the Constitution by the legislatures of the several States as provided in the
Constitution, within seven years fromthe date of the submni ssion hereof to the States by
t he Congress.
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*18 Anendnment 19
(Ratified August 18, 1920)

The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not be denied or abridged by
the United States or by any State on account of sex.

Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate |egislation.
Amendment 20
(Ratified January 23, 1933)

Section 1. The terns of the President and Vice President shall end at noon on the 20th
day of January, and the terms of Senators and Representatives at noon on the 3d day of
January, of the years in which such ternms would have ended if this article had not been
ratified; and the ternms of their successors shall then begin

**13 Section 2. The Congress shall assenble at |east once in every year, and such
neeting shall begin at noon on the 3d day of January, unless they shall by |aw appoint a
di fferent day.

Section 3. If, at the time fixed for the beginning of the termof the President, the
President elect shall have died, the Vice President elect shall becone President. If a
President shall not have been chosen before the time fixed for the beginning of his term
or if the President elect shall have failed to qualify, then the Vice President elect
shall act as President until a President shall have qualified; and the Congress may by | aw
provide for the case wherein neither a President elect nor a Vice President elect shal
have qualified, declaring who shall then act as President, or the manner in which one who
is to act shall be selected, and such person shall act accordingly until a President or
Vi ce President shall have qualified.

Section 4. The Congress may by | aw provide for the case of the death of any of the
persons from whomt he House of Representatives nay choose a President whenever the right
of choi ce shall have devol ved upon them and for the case of the death of any of the
persons from whomthe Senate may choose a Vice President whenever the right of choice
shal | have devol ved upon them

Section 5. Sections 1 and 2 shall take effect on the 15th day of October follow ng the
ratification of this article.

Section 6. This article shall be inoperative unless it shall have been ratified as an
anendnent to the Constitution by the |legislatures of three- fourths of the several States
within seven years fromthe date of its subm ssion
Amendnent 21

(Ratified Decenber 5, 1933)

Section 1. The eighteenth article of anendnment to the Constitution of the United States
i s hereby repeal ed.

Section 2. The transportation or inportation into any State, Territory, or possession of
the United States for delivery or use therein of intoxicating liquors, in violation of the
laws thereof, is hereby prohibited.

*19 Section 3. This article shall be inoperative unless it shall have been ratified as
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an anendnent to the Constitution by conventions in the several States, as provided in the
Constitution, within seven years fromthe date of the subm ssion hereof to the States by
t he Congress.

Amendnent 22
(Ratified February 27, 1951)

Section 1. No person shall be elected to the office of the President nore than tw ce,
and no person who has held the office of President, or acted as President, for nore than
two years of a termto which sone ot her person was el ected President shall be elected to
the office of the President nore than once. But this Article shall not apply to any person
hol di ng the office of President when this Article was proposed by the Congress, and shal
not prevent any person who may be hol ding the office of President, or acting as President,
during the termw thin which this Article becones operative fromholding the office of
President or acting as President during the remainder of such term

**14 Section 2. This article shall be inoperative unless it shall have been ratified as
an anendnment to the Constitution by the legislatures of three- fourths of the several
States within seven years fromthe date of its submission to the States by the Congress.

Anendnment 23
(Ratified March 29, 1961)

Section 1. The District constituting the seat of Governnment of the United States shal
appoi nt in such manner as the Congress may direct:

A nunber of electors of President and Vice President equal to the whol e nunber of
Senators and Representatives in Congress to which the District would be entitled if it
were a State, but in no event nore than the | east popul ous State; they shall be in
addition to those appointed by the States, but they shall be considered, for the purposes
of the election of President and Vice President, to be electors appointed by a State; and
they shall neet in the District and performsuch duties as provided by the twelfth article
of amendnent.

Section 2. The Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate
| egi sl ati on.

Anendnent 24

(Ratified January 23, 1964)

Section 1. The right of citizens of the United States to vote in any prinmary or other
el ection for President or Vice President, for electors for President or Vice President, or
for Senator or Representative in Congress, shall not be denied or abridged by the United
States or any State by reason of failure to pay any poll tax or other tax.

Section 2. The Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate
| egi sl ati on.

*20 Amendnent 25
(Ratified February 10, 1967)

Section 1. In case of the removal of the President fromoffice or of his death or
resignation, the Vice President shall beconme President.
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Section 2. Whenever there is a vacancy in the office of the Vice President, the
Presi dent shall nonminate a Vice President who shall take office upon confirmation by a
majority vote of both Houses of Congress.

Section 3. Whenever the President transmits to the President pro tenpore of the Senate
and the Speaker of the House of Representatives his witten declaration that he is unable
to discharge the powers and duties of his office, and until he transmits to thema witten
declaration to the contrary, such powers and duties shall be discharged by the Vice
President as Acting President.

Section 4. Whenever the Vice President and a majority of either the principal officers
of the executive departments or of such other body as Congress may by | aw provi de,
transmit to the President pro tenpore of the Senate and t he Speaker of the House of
Representatives their witten declaration that the President is unable to discharge the
powers and duties of his office, the Vice President shall imediately assume the powers
and duties of the office as Acting President.

Thereafter, when the President transnits to the President pro tenpore of the Senate and
t he Speaker of the House of Representatives his witten declaration that no inability
exi sts, he shall resunme the powers and duties of his office unless the Vice President and
a mpjority of either the principal officers of the executive departnment or of such other
body as Congress may by | aw provide, transmt within four days to the President pro
tenpore of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives their witten
declaration that the President is unable to discharge the powers and duties of his office.
Ther eupon Congress shall decide the issue, assenbling within forty-eight hours for that
purpose if not in session. If the Congress, within twenty-one days after receipt of the
latter witten declaration, or, if Congress is not in session, within twenty-one days
after Congress is required to assenble, determnes by two-thirds vote of both Houses that
the President is unable to discharge the powers and duties of his office, the Vice
President shall continue to discharge the sane as Acting President; otherw se, the
Presi dent shall resune the powers and duties of his office.

Anendnent 26

**15 (Ratified July 1, 1971)

Section 1. The right of citizens of the United States, who are ei ghteen years of age or
ol der, to vote shall not be denied or abridged by the United States or by any State on
account of age.

Section 2. The Congress shall have the power to enforce this article by appropriate
| egi sl ati on.

Anendnent 27
(Ratified May 7, 1992)

No | aw, varying the conpensation for the services of the Senators and Representatives,
shal |l take effect, until an election of Representatives shall have intervened.

Revi sed June 1, 2002
END OF DOCUNMENT
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